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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
18 Olive Ave
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971

The mission of our parish is to make the love of God more widely known in our
community and the world by welcoming all people; helping those less
fortunate through service and by sharing God’s gifts.

ST GEORGE’S CHAPEL
20274 Beaver Dam Road (Rt 23)
Harbeson, DE 19951

Welcome
Welcome to The Episcopal Parish of All Saints’ Church & St. George’s
Chapel! We are an inviting, thriving, loving parish with a church by the beach, a
colonial chapel surrounded by farmland just inland, and two busy thrift shops
serving the wider community.
We are widely recognized for being fully inclusive. All are invited to receive Holy
Eucharistic – and a Sunday breakfast at All Saints’ Church. We are also known
for our challenging and nurturing Christian Education programs for all ages, and
for our extraordinary music ministry offering varied events throughout the year.
We ask you to pray with us the collect below that was written during our first
search meeting together and is now prayed during our worship services and
each time we gather as a committee:

New Rector Collect
O creator of all peoples, who has sustained us with great leaders, now lead
us, stretch us, and direct us, in our search for a new rector. Grant us
wisdom in calling our new rector that we may continue to grow in the
likeness of Christ and be a beacon of love and hope to our community
and the world. To the glory of your holy name. Amen.

1|Page
The Episcopal Parish of All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel
Parish Profile 2019

Candidate Welcome
The Parish of All Saints Church and St. George's Chapel extends a warm welcome to each
person who comes to visit with us and interviews as a new rector candidate. We are a
moderately large parish of two congregations, one located in downtown Rehoboth Beach
less than one block from the Atlantic Ocean and the second a 300 year old chapel in
Harbeson, Delaware now surrounded by the explosive growth of thousands of new homes.
After three long-term rectors, we now seek an experienced rector to lead us into the next
chapter of transformative growth and mission. This leader would be a “leader of leaders”
working with highly competent staff members and in partnership with the vestry. Strategic
thinking is required as together we seek to: reassess our social justice outreach, deepen
our biblical knowledge and challenge our basic assumptions. The candidate will
demonstrate imagination, wisdom, and compassion and, with God's guidance, help us
express our shared vision and core values rooted in the gospel of Jesus – that God's love
includes everyone. We affirm our racial and political diversity, our inclusive LBGTQ
community, a welcoming table for all, and weddings for all parish families.
As you review our parish documents prepared for this search, we hope that you will see the
outreach activities our parish undertakes, as well as the goals for our future growth. And as
you spend more time with us, we feel certain that you will come to appreciate the important
role we play in our community and our contributions to those who need our support.
-The Vestry of the Episcopal Parish of All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chape l

The Bishops Reception for St. George’s 300th Celebration
Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry, Helen Abrams, Barbara Betts, Interim Rector Mariann Babnis,
Helen Hoart, Sam Steward, Ann Ameigh, Asst. Rector Eunice Dunlap, Stephen Palmer,
Joseph Cascio, Henley Graves, Stuart Burgh, Rutland Paal, Bishop Kevin S. Brown
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Introduction
ONE PARISH, TWO CONGREGATIONS
All Saints' Church and St. George's Chapel are one parish with two congregations that share
values of inclusiveness, community involvement and spiritual meaning. The churches share
clergy and have a joint vestry.
All Saints’ Church, built in 1892, graces Olive Avenue in downtown Rehoboth Beach, less than
one block from the ocean. We welcome our many summer visitors, seasonal neighbors, and
guests who enrich our parish family.
St. George’s Chapel located on RT. 23, Beaver Dam Road in Harbeson, was founded in 1719
and rebuilt after a fire in 1792. Restored to its original colonial interior, it is a visual delight. Its
congregation is enthusiastic, friendly, warm and growing.
We are a diverse and inclusive community united spiritually at the table of the Eucharist. We
believe that to be Episcopalians means to celebrate the tradition of the Holy Eucharist and
liturgical worship while still being able to question, doubt, and search for the meaning of faith.
We are a congregation of 350-plus families who travel from various communities surrounding
Rehoboth Beach, Lewes and Harbeson.

All Saints’ Church

St. George’s Chapel

3|Page
The Episcopal Parish of All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel
Parish Profile 2019

History of The Episcopal Parish of
All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel
All Saints’ Church is one of two Episcopal churches in the Episcopal Parish of All Saints’
Church & St. George’s Chapel.

The mission of our parish is to make the love of God more widely known in our
community and the world by welcoming all people; helping those less fortunate
through service and by sharing God’s gifts.
All Saints’ is the only church in Rehoboth Beach on its original site and maintaining its original
design. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, it was constructed in the 1890s to
meet the needs of a growing number of Episcopalians migrating to the area. Initially, Rehoboth
was one of many seaside campgrounds established by Methodists on the Delmarva Peninsula.
All Saints’ Church is located on the ocean block and was originally a summer parish.
During the early years, services were held during the summer months, and clergy were
supplied through a variety of arrangements, often in combination with St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church in Lewes, five miles to the north. It was not until 1945 that All Saints’ Church became a
year-round parish recognized by the Diocese of Delaware. From 1951 through August of 2001,
All Saints’ Church was served by only two rectors, the Rev. Richard Bailey and the Rev.
James Manion.
Father Bailey’s influence was strong in building the church community, the direction of liturgy,
and establishing many of the groups and events that still define the community today. Father
Manion, arriving in 1981, continued to support and enhance many of these efforts, particularly
encouraging the strong All Saints’ tradition of outreach into the community. The last rector, the
Rev. Max Wolf, continued and expanded this outreach into many new sectors of the
community such as founding the Community Resource Center and the Cape Henlopen Food
Basket.
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The churches share clergy and have a joint vestry. In addition, the parish operates two thrift
shops as an additional source of economy for all the fund raising groups to which the parish
donates.
All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel are an inviting, thriving, loving parish with a church
by the beach, a colonial chapel surrounded by farmland just inland, and two busy thrift shops
serving the wider community. The parish is noted in the area for being fully inclusive.

St. George’s 300th Celebration
Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry, Bishop Kevin S. Brown,
Rev. Deacon Susan Phillips, Bill Schatzabel

Mother Eunice Dunlap’s Bible Study
Mtr. Eunice Dunlap, Sue Mast, Lucille Wright, Thenia Brasby,
Barbara Villwock, Julie Rathman, Richard Wingate, Mary Lou Kourtan
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Our Diocese
The Episcopal Church in Delaware was organized in 1785 and includes all of the Episcopal
churches in the state. It is one of the original dioceses of the Episcopal Church in the United
States. The Rt. Rev. Kevin S. Brown became the 11th bishop in 2017. Nearly 9,600
parishioners worship in 34 congregations.
The size of the diocese affords ample opportunity for collegial ministry, leadership roles, and
easy accessibility to the Bishop and his mission support staff. (View the Diocesan website)

The Rt. Rev. Kevin S. Brown
XI Bishop of Delaware
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Attributes and Character Strengths
We are Seeking in a Rector

In early 2019, we conducted a thorough survey of both congregations in our parish utilizing the
electronic Congregational Assessment Tool (“CAT”) from HolyCow! We also utilized the
services of both an outside search consultant and a member of the Samaritan Counseling
Center to help us assimilate and analyze the data received. We then conducted community
meetings in both of our churches where all voices were heard.
Based on this process, below is a list – in no particular order – of attributes and character
strengths we are looking for in a new rector. We seek a rector who can effectively
communicate both the truth of the Gospel and the best of theological thinking, through inspired
and topical homilies. In addition we would like someone who:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

collaborates/partners with the vestry and other lay leadership
inspires and connects people to God's Word through preaching
welcomes others to the table
welcomes all, regardless of race, creed, sexual preference, etc.
embraces the myriad changes within the church
deepens our biblical understanding
demonstrates imagination, wisdom and compassion
engages people in need with empathy and care
is adept at pastoral care for all ages
challenges our basic assumptions of the “church”
rallies parishioners to important issues and causes
thinks both tactically and strategically
has a vision and helps the Parish embrace that vision
equips parishioners with new skills
demonstrates humility and servanthood
possesses good business, organizational and managerial skills
participates in the local community at large

We realize that not one of us can possess all of these skills. Moreover, we all possess
skills in varying degrees and demonstrate them in different ways. This list of attributes is
simply intended as a snapshot of what our parishioners are thinking and feeling as we
move forward through the search process.
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Our Vision
We look forward to the Church of the future. What is the Church of the future? We believe that
it is not the Church of the present, and that it is still developing and changing. We must attract
and nurture new and different constituencies – including youth and single persons -- and reach
out to the faithless, the disaffected, and the questioning. Our vestry has adopted a Preliminary
Strategic Plan for the next five years of the parish that will provide direction for our future. We
look forward to developing a deeper understanding of our place in the community and the
world, our sense of social justice, our strengths and weaknesses, our biblical and spiritual
understanding, and the needs of future generations of parishioners.

Rector Search Committee

Preliminary Strategic Plan
The vestry has developed a “Preliminary Strategic Plan” to assist us as we move forward in
planning our future parish directions. The plan is an outgrowth of the findings from the parishwide survey, recent congregational meetings and our vestry retreat. The plan is entitled
“preliminary” as it will be the new rector’s role to finalize, prioritize and add to the existing
elements as their new ministry begins. Working together in formulating this plan ensures that
the vestry and the rector work smoothly and cohesively to meet the goals and needs of our
parish.
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Mission Statement
The mission of our parish is to make the love of God more widely known in our
community and the world by welcoming all people; helping those less fortunate through
service and by sharing God’s gifts.

All Saints’ Church stained glass window

St. George’s Chapel stained glass window
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Worship and Music
The Episcopal Parish of All Saints' Church & St. George's Chapel is blessed with a unique and
active music program. Led by Organist & Director of Music Jackson Borges and Associate
Organist Steve Shoop, the parish musicians provide leadership for Sunday services, special
events, and concerts throughout the year. Several times during the year, the choirs from both
locations combine to form the Parish Choir, which sings and leads special services and events,
such as Lessons & Carols for Advent, Festival Evensong for Epiphany, and Heritage Sunday.
Of particular note is our parish musicians' involvement in the annual Rehoboth Jazz Festival,
for which three jazz mass settings have been commissioned and premiered by our musicians
from composers Horace Boyer, Jeremy Fox, and Angelo diLoreto.
St. Georges Chapel offers one Sunday service at 9:30 am (Rite II), with organ voluntaries and
hymns chosen from The Hymnal 1982, Lift Every Voice and Sing II, Wonder, Love, and Praise,
as well as other sources, all led by the St. George's Choir. Another beautiful feature of our
parish music department is the parish handbell choir, which offers music at least once per
month at each location for Sunday services and special events, often joining with the choirs,
organ, and piano.
All Saints' Church presently has two services at 8 am and 10 am, both utilizing the Book of
Common Prayer, and both Rite II. The 8 am service features organ voluntaries at the opening,
offering, and closing. The 10 am service features a wide variety of music from the Medieval era
to the present day, led by the All Saints' Choir, with anthems and occasional introits and sung
psalms in a variety of styles, ranging from Anglican and Gregorian chant to responsorial.
Voluntaries are also offered on the organ and piano, chosen to fit the service from every major
time period and a wide range of styles. Hymns and service music are chosen from The Hymnal
1982, Lift Every Voice and Sing II, Wonder, Love, and Praise, as well as other sources.
Meditative Compline services are offered during the summer, and in Advent and Lent.
Our parish is blessed with two concert series, "Concerts by the Sea" and the "Summer Organ
Recitals" series. Both offer a wide variety of programming featuring a great mix of music and
musicians, ranging from classical to Broadway. Some groups and musicians who have visited
our parish include the US Army Chorus Baritones, Celtic to Classical, The Boysie Lowery
Living Jazz Residency, and international concert organist and Grammy nominee Stephen
Tharp. Some of our popular favorites include the annual jazz mass, the Pipe Organ
Spooktacular (part of the annual Sea Witch Festival), and Silent Movie Night on Hallowe'en.

"Music in worship is presented to the highest quality for
the glory of God. Together with the liturgy committee the
Organist & Director of Music enhances the nature of our
worship through the addition of spiritually blended music
that elevates the prayers of the faithful, and emphasizes
the scriptures of the day." –Jackson Borges

Jackson Borges leading the Jazz Mass at St. George’s Chapel

The Episcopal Parish of All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel
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The All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel Parish Music Department regularly invites new
members to join all our ensembles. No previous musical experience is necessary, just a great
attitude, a welcoming spirit, and a commitment to regular rehearsals and other events. Our
parish musicians are considered ministers through music, and leaders in our churches who
round out cohesively formed liturgies to elevate the prayers of the worshippers who gather in
our parish.
The Parish of All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel has several ministries to support our
worship services:
•

Altar Guild members prepare the sanctuary for all services, making sure the table is
prepared for Holy Eucharist. They minister at the altar by washing and ironing the linens
used and changing the altar frontals with the change of liturgical seasons or special
occasions. They polish silver and brass used for services and keep an orderly sacristy.
The Altar Guild is responsible for arranging the Christmas and Easter flowers. The Altar
Guild leader prepares the yearly schedule, recruits and trains new members,
participates with the Liturgy Committee about special service requirements.

•

Lay Eucharist Ministers serve with the priest celebrating the service on the altar. Lay
Eucharistic Leaders assist with the Eucharistic, read the lessons and lead the prayers of
the people. Lectors assist with the readings.

•

Ushers are at the door to meet and greet worshipers at each Sunday morning as well
as at numerous other services held at our churches during the year. Duties include
opening the church and adjusting the heat and air conditioning for comfort during
worship, helping people to seats, distributing bulletins/programs, passing the collection
plates, and directing worshipers to the altar for Eucharistic. After services, the ushers
prepare the church for the next service as well as tally the collection.

All Saints’ Day at All Saints’ Church
Altar Guild members preparing
All Saints’ Church for Easter services

The Episcopal Parish of All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel
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Our Ministries
Our parish has deep and historical roots in the Sussex County region. We have started
community ministries that have transcended the parish and become community and Diocesan
institutions. These include: State-wide Mental Health advocacy (NAMI) and local mental health
ministry to group home residents; Crisis House for women and children; Camp Arrowhead for
youth; The Way Home in Georgetown, a ministry for formerly incarcerated persons; Immanuel
Shelter for the homeless; the Community Resource Center; two Thrift Shops; the Cape
Henlopen Food Basket; and, the Lewes-Rehoboth Area Council of Churches.
Laypersons play integral roles in our worship as Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, Altar Guild
members, Verger, and presenters of the gifts of bread and wine. With respect to music, we
have an active choir (except in the summer months) and a superb organist and director of
music. Our music program reaches outside the parish for accomplished artists and draws large
audiences from the wider community and beyond.

Fundraiser Dinner at All Saints’ Church
Prayer Shawl Ministry

Breakfast at All Saints’ Church
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Financial
The Parish of All Saints’ Church &
St. George’s Chapel
Pledge Information
Number of Pledges

2018
Pledges
Total
153

2017
Pledges
Total
172

Amount of Pledges

$284,993

$357,000

2016
Pledges Total
176
$365,000

(View more Financial Reports)
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Our Strengths and Opportunities for Growth
Our parish is diverse in terms of age, gender, race, sexual preference, socioeconomic status, political
views, marital status, employment status, and liturgical views. Through mutual respect and
communication, we use these differences to deepen our understanding of God rather than to divide
us. Our parish was one of the first in the Episcopal Church of Delaware to celebrate same gender
marriages, and we continue to have a ministry to the LGBTQ population that is significant in our
community.
Another key strength is our broad and deep involvement in the community of which we are a part. We
have started community ministries that have transcended the parish and become community and
Diocesan institutions. These include: Crisis House for women and children; State-wide mental health
advocacy and local mental health ministry to group home residents; Camp Arrowhead for youth; The
Way Home in Georgetown, a ministry for formerly incarcerated persons; Immanuel Shelter for the
Homeless; the Community Resource Center; two Thrift Shops; the Cape Henlopen Food Basket; and,
the Lewes-Rehoboth Area Council of Churches.
We engage in pastoral care for many persons beyond our parish. Recognizing that addiction in its
many forms attacks the soul as well as the body and mind, we minister to alcoholics and addicts and
those who love them by hosting daily AA, NA and AL Anon meetings at both churches.
We have vibrant and varied opportunities for worship, including the liturgy, preaching and music. We
provide a range of liturgical style and practice throughout our two Churches, rooted in the Anglican
tradition but open to the movement of the Spirit. All Saints’ Church typically follows Rite II at the
8:00 am and at the 10:00 am Sunday services. St. George's Chapel typically follows Rite II at the
9:30 am service.
Throughout the church year we try new and innovative forms of worship, such as jazz masses. A
healing service is held at All Saints’ Church each Thursday at 11:30 am. A simple Celtic Service is
held at St. George’s Chapel each Wednesday at noon. Laypersons play integral roles in our worship
as Eucharistic Ministers, ushers and presenters of the gifts of bread and wine.
With respect to music, we have active choirs (except in the summer months) with a superb Organist
and Director of Music. Our music program reaches outside the parish for accomplished artists and
draws large audiences from the wider community and beyond. In addition to the 1982 Hymnal, we
use the supplemental hymnal “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” an African American Hymnal.
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Our primary current challenge is continuing the healing and reconciliation following the departure of
our former rector. Serious conflict has not been a part of most of our parish’s history. Our diverse
theological and political viewpoints are respected and do not lead to divisiveness. However,
increasing micromanagement and control by the previous rector led to decreased effectiveness of lay
leadership and increased dissatisfaction. The vestry used a third party consultant to conduct a mutual
ministry assessment leading to the previous rector’s relocation to a new position outside the diocese.
The process of searching for a new rector, together with our parish survey and self-examination using
the Congregational Assessment Tool (“CAT”), has enabled most parishioners to move beyond
previous disappointments to embrace a new commitment to shared lay and clergy leadership.
The vestry used a third party consultant to conduct a mutual ministry assessment leading to the
previous rector’s relocation to a new position outside the diocese. The process of searching for a new
rector, together with our parish survey and self-examination using the Congregational Assessment
Tool (“CAT”), has enabled most parishioners to move beyond previous disappointments to embrace a
new commitment to shared lay and clergy leadership.
Stewardship is another challenge as we recognize the need to increase substantially both the amount
and percentage of giving within our parish. The vestry has a new Stewardship Committee, which is
creating a stewardship challenge for the Parish.
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The Episcopal Parish of
All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel
Personnel
We are blessed with many people who support our work. We have a paid staff who report to a FullTime Rector, consisting of:
•
Assistant Rector
•
Parish Administrator
•
Organist & Music Director
•
Housekeeper
We have many dedicated volunteers that help with the many aspects of our parish by:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

answering phones
assisting the Parish Administrator by performing office tasks
providing current membership rolls
tending to our outside by keeping the church and rectory garden beds tidy
maintaining the labyrinth
seeing to our business dealings by making sure our bills are paid and our
checkbooks are balanced
insuring the church is ready for worship each week by helping produce the weekly
bulletins, posting hymn numbers, and tidying up after church

Parish Office Volunteers Christmas Party
Party
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Our Facilities
All Saints’ Church – 18 Olive Avenue, Rehoboth Beach, Delaware
All Saints’ Church, Parish Hall, Rectory and Parish Parking Lot are positioned together on lots only a
half block from the boardwalk and beach.
All Saints’ Church seats approximately 150 persons including the main section and the connecting
All Souls Chapel.
The Parish Hall seats 120 and is used for our many events, funeral receptions, Episcopal Women’s
and Men’s fundraiser dinners and for outside groups. Four different AA groups meet in the Parish Hall
each week. The Parish Hall also has a full size commercial kitchen and pantry.
Our recently updated Rectory, used to house our Priest and family, is a 4 bedroom, 2 bath cottage
with the original hardwood floors throughout.
The Parish Parking Lot holds about 18 vehicles. We are in the process of updating this space to
include stones and pavers which will make parking easier in incumbent weather.
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St. George’s Chapel – Beaver Dam Rd (Rt 23), Harbeson, Delaware
The 300 year old Chapel seats about 100 comfortably and includes the seating in the choir loft on
either side of the organ.
Across the street from the Chapel is the Parish Hall which seats approximately 120 and has a full
commercial kitchen. Along with restrooms, there is a small office and storage room.

Mental Health Dinner

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner at St. George’s Parish Hall

A Labyrinth located adjacent to Parish Hall.
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All Saints’ Cemetery & St. George’s Cemetery
Our parish owns and operates two cemeteries that include a Columbarium all located at St. George’s
Chapel.
An old graveyard surrounds St. George’s Chapel. A waist high old brick wall stands along the
perimeter of the graveyard. Burials in this graveyard extend back to the very early 19th century. The
cemetery is a link to the past and a treasure of local family history dating to when the area was more
purely agrarian. This graveyard is no longer active except for occasional burials in plots long owned
by parish families. Many of the monuments tell of the attributes and accomplishments of the
deceased. Many are inscribed with poetry in memory of loved ones. Some can no longer be read.
On one side of the brick wall is a newer cemetery used historically by members of All Saints’ Church
and now expanded and combined with the “chapel side” of the cemetery. What had once been two
cemeteries are now combined as a single legal and financial entity. A columbarium occupies space in
the more contemporary part of the cemetery. Very preliminary plans are underway to build additional
columbarium niches to accommodate the increasing prevalence of cremations.
The parish recently has embarked on a project that involves cloud based software to modernize
cemetery record keeping, management, and operations of the sites. The loving ministries of the day
to day operations of the cemetery are overseen by parish volunteers.
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All Saints’ Parish Thrift Shop & St. George’s Thrift Shop
Our parish operates two thrift shops that contribute significant funds to dozens of community service
organizations. Sales of your donated new and gently used clothing, housewares and furniture makes
these contributions possible.

All Saints’ Parish Thrift Shop
20673 Coastal Highway
Rehoboth Beach

St. George’s Thrift Shop
31507 Oak Orchard Road
Millsboro
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Sussex County Delaware
Sussex County, Delaware showcases world-class beach resorts, historic seaside and riverside
villages, signature golf courses, premier accommodations and a Culinary Coast of fantastic
restaurants and chefs. Visitors to the region enjoy tax-free shopping while strolling through downtown
boutiques, antique and art galleries, farmers markets and outlet centers. Although mostly noted for its
five star, beautiful and clean beaches, Southern Delaware’s true appeal is its collection of small towns
that differ in personality but share the same charm and welcoming vibe.
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